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CHAPTER XIV.

The March to Gettysburg, and the Daltles of the 2d and 3d of July.

Vincent.

It was now ascertained that the main holy|
of Lee's army had crossed at Williamsport!
and Shepherdstown, aud made their wvay into!
Pennsylvania. His whole ariny wus incamp|
at Cbambersburg the day after woe reacied!
Frederick, and the indications were that hel
was on his way to Baltimore, On the morning
of the 28th we were again in motion, We!
made a detour towards the Northeast, so as to
intercept him on his way between Chambors-i
burg and that city.  Opthe nicht of the 50:h’
we encamped at Uanion abont three miles rom
the Pennsylvania line. During the whole:
march the spirits of the men of the Eighty- !
Third had increased in confidence as they
neared the bounduries of Pennsylvanta, and |
when they founsi that they were abhout to enter!
the threshold of their nwive Staie and fizht|
upon her snil, their enthusiasm knew noi
bouands, he next morning when crossing the
live, Col. Viucent sent back word o (e Reui
ment that we were now on the soil ol old Penn
sylvanii—to hang out the bunner on the out |
ward wall, and let our march be accompaniedi
by the sound of the ear-niercing file and spirit|
atirring drom. Ina moment sergeant Rowers
had unufurled the flag of the Kighy-"Crird to the
winds. The drum corps struck up onr thrill-
ing o'd national air of Yankee Dondie, and as
the glarious old banner, <hattered and rent by
the shocks of a Qozen battle fields, thonted once
more proudly upon the inspirmg breezes ot the
old Keystone State, long and Ioud shouts of joy
from ten thousand iron throatls broke upon the
morniog air. ‘Ihe epthusiasm wis contagions.
1o 8 few rmoments it had spread {rom regiment
to regiwent, and from Lrigade to brigade, until
every banner was fiving, every fife screaming,
and every drum beating. For the first timne
bad those peaceful vallies been awakened from
their quiet slumbers by the heavy tramp ol
armed legions about to engize in a death grap-
ple with the foe, who pad invaded und dese-
crated their soil.  We pressed forward rapidly
for a fight was already going on at Gettysburg
The enemy was concentrating, and it was ne-
cessary that the whole armv should reinforce
our advauce corps without delay.  Late in the
afternoon we reached Hanover. Here we found
that but a few hours before Kitpatrick had en-
countered the enemv’s covalry and driven
them buck in disorder. We halted but two
hours and tben pressed onj; for here we re-
ceived the infeliigenee that the 1%irst Corps had
encountered a superior force of the enviny,
with unfavorable resulis, and that Gen. Rey-
pnolds wus Killed. Nizht soon settled around
us. Passing through the villages ou the way,
the women came out and sang the Slar Span-

gled Banner aud otber nationul airs, and were

Dcath of Gencral Strong

n Ly the soldiers. At two
ha'ted in the woods, three
and after a scanty

¢l eered in retur
o'clock that night we
miles from Gettyshurg,
meal, luid down to rest. By daylight we were
up again and on the march. larly in the
morning we reached the field and found a line
of battle supnorting the artillery. Here we
formed, ton, in orduer of Lattle, and laid down
1o rest, aidd were held as reserves until the ar-
rival of the Sixth Corps.

Abont ten o'clock the Sixth Corps came up,
after i heavy march of thorty-six miles, and
we then moved towards the eentre. Tt is soid
that we were ordered to the lefe. I do not
know what beeame of the Seeond and Third
Divisions ithe Rexulars and the Pennsvlvaniz
R+ serves), bat the position which the Jirst Di-
vision ok was nearer the centre than the left
of the hne.  We moved very Jeisare vy townrds
the place, and on the way were onee halted and
draevn up by brigades in coiumns ol division,
anthe hanks of a s'reun wiere st wod a mill.
Renviining thers awhite we moveid forward by
the Hank over the stream and up a bill, and
(here, havine formed again n columns by divi-
<ion. we suiain baited and laid down Lo rest.
All this wiile skirmishing was going on at the
front.. At four o'clock io the afternoon the Third
Brirade wus detached trom the division, and
moved at a d -ubte quick for over awmile 1o the
extreme leit.  ‘Chere we found that the Third
Corps ware already engaged with the enemy,
and that they wera being bard pressed. The
fhird Division might have arrived L-fore us,
as we joined on their left after we had formed
in lineot battle. The first and second brigades
must have followed soon after, as they took &
posilion somewhere between the Third Corps
and the Pennsylvania Reserves.

The position to which we marched, on the
extreme ielt, was what was afterwards known
as Little Round Top. 1t was an jrregular
rocky rise of ground, sloping down on two
sides, (thefrontandrear) to low marshy ground,
and wight have been a hundred feet above its
level. It consisted of a huge, sohd rock, cov-
ered over with a thousand other loose boulders
of every size and shape, nnd was most admnir-
ably adapted for a defensive position. Upon
the top ol the solid rock, the access to which
was very steep and ditlicult, several of our
batteries had bLeen hauled aud planted. On
tbe left was Big Round ‘LTop, a high, ¢ cky hill,
covered with woods nnd overlooking Little
Round Top. Between thetwo hills there was
« smull vale (ot a ravineasitis commonly
¢alled,) about a bundred feet 1n width, and
covered wilh trees, but rather open and under-
brushed. ‘This vate inizht now be appropriate-
ly nawed the Valley of the Shadow of Death.
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On reaching the ground, Col. Vineent pro-
cocded at once to post the hrigade in line of
battle. T'he regiments were ordered to take
their places just as they had eome in the ovder
of march; the Forty-Fourth, under Col. Ries,
on the right, the Twentieth, Col. Chanberiain,
on the lett, the Sixteenth, Lieut. Col. Weiel,
on the rizhit centre, and the ISighty-"Third,
Capl. Waoodward on the left centre, Secing that
the Sixteenth wouid thus intervene buetween
the Forty.IFonrth und Kightv-Third, Col. Rice
rode up tn Viocen. and said, ** Colouel, the
Iighty-"rhird und Fortv-Fourth hive always
fought side by s.de inevery baitle, and T wish
that they may do the same to-day.”’  Colonel
Vincent inunediately ordered Cotonel Weleh,
ol the Sixteenth to take his position on the
right of the brigade, tbhus placing the Forty-
Fourth on the immediate right of the Iighty-
"Third. ‘This order was atones? exceed,  Toe
Ime now frrmed Ly the brigde was nquatrter
circle, lupping around the base ot the Inll and
rrontimg B Rouond Top and the Valley ol tne
shadow of Death, The right of the sixtecnth
waus more exposed than the rest of the brizade
and, as the event proved, they bad a ditlicult
position to maintain.  Skirmishers were =cut
Lo the front—those ot the Eighty-Third nutler
eommand of Capt. D. P Jones, and those of
the Forty-Lourin under the command of Capt.
Larrabec,

This was but the work ol five m nutes' time,
and scarcely hivl the troops heen put in lin-,
whanu a ioud, ferce, distant yell was beard, us
it all panlenniue had Lroken loose and
joined in the chorus of oue grand, universal
war-whoop. Oa looking o toe lett and front,
we saw Hood's whole division, of Longstreet’s
corps, uvel a (uarter ol amile off, charging in
three lines on a doubie-quick, and, with havo-
nets fixed, coming down npen us. The ene-
my had bad nis eye upon this position, vur be
was too late.  He was now determined to atone
for theloss by driving usontolit. He snwthat

it was the extreme left of our line, and a strong.

position to attack, aud could he, by an over-
wheliing foree, dislodge us trom it be would
liave a splendid tield ot operations on the lell
fdank and iu the rear ofourarmy. 'l he mouent
the enemy had emerged frowm the wonds and
begun the charge, the batteries posted oi Little
Round ‘Lop opened upon theuar We could see
men, at every bursting of the she:ls, drop from
the ranks. The moment, too, that Col. Viocent
saw the enewy's foree he tfuliy comprehended
the danger. We had less than eleven handred
men. We were about to sustain the ~hoelk ot
a whole division.. ‘Turning to Adj't. Gen. Clark,
“Go,” caid be, “aud tell Gen. Barunes to send
me reinforcements atonce : the eneuly are coim-
ing ngainst us with au overwheluning toree™
Dismounting from his horse, and sending i to
the rear, he mouunted a rock that be might over-
look aund direct the operations ot the impend

ing battle. On came the enemy, running und
yelling like tiends, the artillery on Little Roundd
Top tmaking huyge gaps in their ricuks at every
step. They soon neared our position, and our
skirmishers were driven in, the enemy tollow-
ing closely in their rear. They ut once uttacked
the whote line, but threw the weignt of their
force against the centre where Jay wne Eighty-
Third and Forty-Fourth,  Inannstantasheet
of smoke and flame burst from our whole line,
which made the enemy reel aud staguer, and
fall back in coutusion.  Butsoon rallying they
advanced again to the assauit. Taking position

Lehind the rocks, they poured in a dead!y fire
upon our troops. Hundreds of them approach-
ed even within tiftecn vards of our line, but
thev npproached only to be shotdown or hu rled
hack covercd with gaping wounds, It was=n
death grapple in which assailant and assailea
wwoem resolved o win or fall in the strugele.
The enemy had everything to gain if they car-
ried the position; evervibing to lose it they
tailed, and they fougnt most desperatelv, aud
deternninedly. Perhaps the whole history of
“the war does nnt present a more desperate ov
heroie strugaie for the mastery than the little
valley between those bills presented on that
dav,  But the men of the Bighty-"Third and
IFortv-Fourth stonl ns firmm s the rocks by
which they foug -t The diummers had thrown
asidle their drums, seizeid the musket, and taken
their place in the ranks. ‘The enlor-hearer
planted his color in the erevice of a rock, seized
amusket, too, and fouzht like a hero. " Fora
“whole hour,” savs Col. Riee, in his official re-
port, “the enemy fried in vaio to hreak the
lines of the Forty-Fourth and Ihirhty-Third,
“charging azain aud again, within a few vards
"of thdse unflinching troops: but every charge
wis repulsed with terrible slaughter.”’

Despuairing ol succe:s at thix point, he next
inude a de<perate attack upon the extreme right
of the brignde. The Sixtesnth, thongh a val-
‘{ant regiment, not baving the same protection
and nmore exposed to their tire, became some-
what thrown into contasion, and a portion of
{hem ran to the rear. At thix mowmeut the One
Hundred and Fortiethh New York, who had
been sent us reinforcements, nppeured on the
hrow of the il and receiving a volley from
the rebe's, whieh killed their (_’Tuii')nel,O'l{r)urke,
and 4 nuberof otberofficers, werealsothrown
iulo contusion. The danger wus now pressing,
and in & moment more the rebels would Lave
brolken through and perhaps have driven our

“troops frown the ground and swung around
upon the rear of the army.  Seeing the danger
Coi, Vincent descended tromthe rock.and with
“the most superhiiman exertions of himself and
“his ollicers, drove the men to the front, and
avain the onward surge of the rebel host was
cherked. But Col. VineenUs valor on this oc-
casion coxt hint bis lite. He had become a
prominent ark for the sharpshooters of ke
cenemy, and hefell mortally wounded by a ciin~"
nie Lutletin the lett groia. ** This is thetourth
or Afth time they have shot at me,"” said he,
“and they have hit me at last.” Inafew mo-
‘ments he was laid upon a stretcher and carried
.to therear,

The command of the brigade now devolved
‘unon Col. Rice, of the Forty Fourth. Chat
otlicer passed at once alongthe line and notified
the ofticers aud men ot hisown regiment, that
Be was about o assume command of the brig-
ade nud that they must bold the positioun to tho
last. 'I'he command of the Farly-Fourth was
then assumed by Lient. Col. Conuner.

The enemy having heen repulred on the
right, the fury ot his attack, in that quarter
hrd partially subsided, although a brisk firing
was still kept up, both there and along the
whole line. His torce had becorne scattered in
the onset and had posted themscelves bebind
trees and rocks without regard to order or line
of battle. He had vot vet discovered our ex-
trente lefr, that portion ol the line being par-
tially concealed by the undergrowthof trees, by
rocks aud by the broken nature of the ground.
After & good deal of exertion he got his troops

aariiq
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into line agnin and marched by the right flank
through the little valley and suddenly haiting,
faced to the front and mude a desperaie charge
upon the Twentirth Maine, the Eighty-Third
and Forty Fourth giving them a volley as they

assed. The Twentieth also gave thvm n vol-
ﬁ.y us they approached, which staguered, hul
did not check the fury of their onset. Thi~
regiment had been firing rapidly during the
fight and did not have their bayonets fixed;
ands~uch wasthe rapidity ot the enemy’s move-
ments that they did not have time to fix
bayonets before the assailanits were upon them.
But when the enemy rell upon this regiment
they counted without their host. The Twentieth,
undaunted and undismayed, in a twinkling

clubbed their muskoets, brained a nuwmber of three hundred muskets.

their assailants on the spot, and drove the rest
back into the Valley of the Shadow of Dexth.
Having again reformed they still kept pressing
to tLe left and were now in rear of the brigade.

This was one of the most critical periods dur-;

ing the whole engagement.

Col. Chamberlain had, during the early part
of the baitle, with commendable pruuence,
bent his left around at right angles to the resi
of the line, 8o as (o protect as much as possi-
ble, the rear of the brigade, should the enemy
succeed in getting around too far to tbe left
They now opened a severe fire upon thisleft
wing, and the bullets begaun to come into the
rear of the Eighty-Third and the other regi-
ments of the brigade. Capt. Woodward im-
mediately sent Lieut. Gitford, the acting Adju-
tant, to Col. Chamberlain, to ascertain if the
enemy were turning his left. In the mean-
time, fearing that in case the enemy continued
to press back the left of the Twentieth, he
would close up the only avenue of escape (a
small space of ground between his line and the
large rock in his rear), he ordered the centre of
the Eighty-Third, which the reader will recol-
Ject was posted in shape of a quarter circle, to
fall back some ten or filteen paces.
ment straightened his line and brought bim
into a position where he could better command
the passage, in case the enemy attempted to
gain it. At the same time the regimeut kept
firing at the enemy io their front.

Gitford went through a storm of bullets with
the greatest coolness and courage, and execu
ted his comission to Col. Charnberlain. The
Colonel sent buck word that the enemy were
gressing bis left and had almost doubled it

ack upon the right, and wanted to know if he
could send him a company. Woodward re-
turned an answer that as his front was also
bard pressed he chuld not spare u cnmpany,
but that if Col. Chamberiain would move his
right to the left he would move the Wighty-
Third also and fill up the gap. Col. Chumber-
lain at once moved his regiment to the left, so
tbat the ‘I'wentieth now occupied a line perpen-
diculur to what it had at first, and protected
fuliy the right flank of the brigade. ‘['bis bafl-
fled the atiempts of the enemy to turn our left,
and in fifieep minutes their fires began to
slncken. The favorable moment had now ar
rived, and Col. Chamberlain seized it ere it had
passed. Tue Twentieth now becsme the assail-
ants in turn. Their ranks bad becomne s0
thinned by the battle that they bad but a little
more than a strong skirmish live with which
to attack the faltering ocoluwnns of the enemy.
But yet Col. Chumberlain determined to inake
the attempt., At the word of command the
Twenteth rushed down upon the rebel host

‘This move-

twith a yell, broke their lines, captured a nurm-
iber, and drove the rest from his front.  As he
‘was driving them, five r-giments of the re-
iserves, condueted by 1icul. Gitlord, who had
tgone for reinforeements, came up under the
|rzl)mm ind of Col. Fisher, and joined in the bat-
itle crv. This was taken up by the rest of the
jbrigaie, and the enemy Seeirg thut we were
‘reiniorced, fell back in gr at disorder. The
i Twentieir continued the pursuit, their line
swing around upon a moving pivot, like
| great gate upon u post, until it~ left had swept
lidown through the valley uni up the xides of Big
+Round Top. ‘the skirmishers of the Eighty-
iThird also dashed forward in the pursuit and
‘captured seventy-four prisoners and about
The whole brigade
icaptured, in all, over tive bundred prisoners,
rincluding two colonels and fifteen other cown-
‘missioned officers, and over one thousand
istand of arms.
: While the T'wentieth were driving the rebels
rover Round Top, an incident occurred not un-
iworthy of notice. An oflicer and two men be-
ilonging to tbat regiment had, while in pursuit,
| got separated trom their command, and just as
ithe otficer was turning the brow of the hill he
discovered before biin n rebel officer and fifteen
men. He at once called upon bhim to surren-
der, and they threw down their arms. He
then ordered them to mnrch towards our line,
which they promptly did; and when they had
reached the ravine near where our tioops Iuy,
the rebel officer turned and asked him where
were his men? He told him that he would
'soon come to them. The rebel oficer beginning
'to suspect that he had been outwitted, exclaim-
ed, “That is a Yankee trick, sure encugh;
three men to capture tiftesn!’ He was struck
with so much admiration ot the exploit that,
taking from his haversack a silver cup he pre-
sented it to the oflice s a compliment to his
~trategy in capturing so many with so small a
force.
! At tbis time, also, occurred an instance of
‘bravery and humanity in one of the men of the
Eighty-Third. A member of comapany H—I
cannot learn his name; if I could I would
blazon it in letters of gold®—went out ulone and
isonn reiurned, supporting a wounded rebel
isoldier. The wounded man was laid on a
'stretcher and carried to the hospital. Our hero
| went out the second time and brought in an-
other in the saime way, and beiog fatigued from
his exertions, asked somne cf bis comrades to go
along and assist him in bringing in others.
They went out a piece with bimn and seeing the
rebels posted behind the rocks, tiring at them,
refused 10 go any furtber. The brave lellow
went on alooe, telling them to come oo, that
there was no danger. Just as he wasin the act
of raising ancther rebel soldier, he was shot
dead by the very comrades of the nan he was
attempting to succor. The next day our hero
and the rebel soldier were both found dead,
lving side by side. The wounded rebel bad
died during the night. A more sublime in-
stance of courage nnd humanity wus perhaps
pever belore exhibited upon the battle tield.
The Twentietk kept up the pursait, followed
and supported on its right bv a heavy line of
skirmishers from the Eighty-Tvird and the rest
of the brigade, uniil tbey unad carried the

* | have since learned that his name was Phillp
Grine, Joseph G. Nellis of company G. was also
wonnded in the hand while in the actof assisting a

wounded rebel soldier off the tield,
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heights of Round Topa
rebiels down the ol! er side,
it prucdent to remain longer withot
port, Col. Cinmberlain ordered t
back ueain into their old position
vrisoners had already stated that but one

rigade of their division had made the attack,
and that they were supported by two o thirce
more Lrigzades w ho were then forming for an-
other attack, and that they wanted to be taken
to the renr as quickly as possibte. But the ex-
pected utiack never cate, and about dark the
Twentieth, with two regiinents of the Reserves,
went up again, touk position and threw up
breastworks of the rocks. About ten o'clock
the Reserves moved out, and the Twentieth
remained there ulone about an hour, when
Col. Chamberlain seut word to Col. Riece that
he wanted the Lighty-third. About midnight
the Hightv-Third went up, took position on the
right of the Twentieth, aud cominreuced also
throwing up breastworks ol slone. Shordy
afterward the Reserves were moved forwuard to
the buse of the Big Round Top, joiuing ihe
right of the Eigbty-Third, and commenced for-
titying themselves lu the same mianuel. So
that when morning came, the left of the line of
battle wasadvanced, raniing from Little Round
Top through the valley to the Summit of Big
Round Top, and we now held the ground that
the enemv had beld the day before.

Thus ended, and ended glorious'y, thes
day of the hattle of Gettysburg. The field, and
the day, and tbe enewmy, 100, wWere ours. A
small brigade of four regiments, scarcely num-
bering eleven bundred and tifty men,# bad re-
<isted and hurted back the Lest part of a divis-
ion of the enemy’s chosen troops, and bhad sav-
ed the army frem rout and perhaps the nation
fromn disgrace. It has beeu asserted that the
Reserves carried Round Top, and did tbe heavy
fighting on 'be left of the ariny on that day.
But this is not the truth of bistory, us more
than a thousand eves buve borne witness. 'The
Pennsyivania Reserves have done too much
splendid fighting, to stand in need of claiming
a victory tbat does not belong to them. Their
preseuce undoubtedly did, attbe fuvirable mmo-
ment, add a moral weight to the enemy’s over-
throw ; but bis overthrow would have been ac-
complished without the aid of eitber the Re-
serves of any other reinforcements whbatever,

The rehel forces engaged on this occasion
were principally Alabama und TeXas troops.
Several of tbe prisoners boasted that this was
the first time they had ever beeu whipped.
Awong the prominent prisoners were Colonel
Belger, and a Colonel Powell. Belger wasa
small, bald beaded man, apparently between
fifty and sixty, and had formerly been a tnen-
b-rot Congress from Texas. He hnd received
severs wound, I think iu the breast, and spoke
and acted as it he was evidently tired of the
war. He was pleasant aud courteous in bis
manners and conversation, and this moved in
us u 1eeling ot strong sywmpathy for bis sutfer-
inds. As | sat and looked upoun that deluded
old gentlemen, who bud once occupied the
proud and comfort tble position of a member of
the Congress ot the United States, now lying at
midunight upon the bare ground, with notbing
to shield bis nged und shivering limbs from the

Jut not deeming
it more sup
he r.giment
; for the rebel

acond

cold, bis wound guping and bis frame writbingi

* Theexact n mber of muskets in each reziment
was as follows: 2u h Maine, 358 ; 44th N. Y., 321; 8d
Penua., 274; 16th Mich,, 183; total, 114l

ad driven the fleeing

in the tortures of that wound, afur from his
(faily and children—I could not but retlect
fupon bis fully in thix his attempt to overthrow
ithe government of his fathers and to enuage in
fthe vain pursuit of mititary glory. The other
iColonel, Poweil, wasa man of quite a ditferent
Istamp. He was one of your morose, sullen
‘men, who imagine that 10 be jusolentin the
ihour of defeut and humuliation is to be brave
~and resolute.  * You have peppered us pretty
badly,” he abserved with an air of self ~atis-
factlon to Captain Wondward, *“but you'll get
ithe worst of it vet hefore it's over!” He bad
' been woundeid 1n the breast and was sent back
to the hospital where the other rebel wounded
tlay, It was afterwards reported that he at-
lteinpted to get up a conspiracy among the rebel
| wounded at the hospital, and wassentto Wash-
‘ington in chains.  For the truth of this story,
jbowever, I caunot vouch.

| In this battle the Eighty-Third lost only eight
"men killed upon the field and thirty-eight
wounded, of wbom six afterwards died of their
fwounnds.®  Such a disparity ol loss, compared
;wiih the amount of tighting done, was uunpre-
‘cedented in the annais of that regiment; and
;can only be accounted for ou the supposition
tbat each man availed himselt of the ample

!
i

i protection atforded by the rocks and Ly the na-
jture of the grouud. ‘These brave inen bave the

glory of having laid down their lives oun the
Esoil of old Pennsylvania, in protecting her
‘benrth-stopes from the tread of the invader,
iand in one of the tiefcest and most sanguinary
battles which the history of this or auy other
war has recorded. ILet their names forever
live in the heurts of the people of Northwestern
Lennsylvauia.

The only line officer helonging to the Eighty-
Third wh) fell upon this day was Capt. John
M. Sell. He was not on duty with the regi-
ment at the time. He bad been aciing us Pro-
vost Marsbal ol the division since the May pre-
ivious and on tbis oecasion was engaged in tak-
ling charge of prisovers and preventing strag-
glers frown going ty the rear. Atone time the
Iirst and Second Brigaude were hard pressed by
the encmy, and it became necessary to seud
everything to the frout that carried a musket.
Capt. Sell was ordered to the front with the
i Provost (Guavrd, and Dbefore they had reached
ithere he was struck iu the lett leg by a solid
lshot which sbattered the limb so badly as to
‘render aniputation necessary, From the effects
of the ampuwation he died the next day, and in
his death the Kighty-Tuird lost one of its best
iotﬁ(:ers and most exemplary en,
| Farly in the evening detachments bad been
lsent out frons the brigude to bury the dead nnd
l bring in the wounded on both sides.  Some idea
of the sleughter made of the enemy mny be
Hormied from tize fact thatover fifty of their dead
were counted in trout of the Twentieth Maine
aione, and judging rrow the usual proportions
of five wounded toone killed, that regiment had
probably inflicted a loss upon the enemy of over
three hundred men, lu front of the FEighty-
Third, along the Valley of the Sbadow of Death,
they werestrewn us thickly. And further still
to the right, in a more open space, where the

!

|
|
|

+ The names of those killed and died of wounds
were Robe' | Gritin, Co. A; Birchaid E, True, Sam-
u-l A. Burnett, +'h 18, Grossett, Win. Mozier, Co. B;
Jumen A. Lewls, Chus Groger, Co D; EliBerlin, Co.
G; Puilip Grine, 8tevhen W, Warner, Co ; Robt.
Thomp~on, Foster Rockwell, Geo. W, Stalker, Co.I,
John Greenwald, Co, K

.
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Forty-Fourth and the leftof the Six-
I counted
end bodies within a circle of
erence. They laid in every
amoung the rocksin that low
ome crouched oehind

right of the
teenth had fought,
wards over forty d
fifty feet in circum!
conceivable position
swampy ground, 8
rocks us if nbout to
taces, and somestre e
corpwes laid out for a funeral, us if they had de-
termined to observe the propriety of attitude
even in the hourand article
had, during the interval, desce
sun had beat down upon them, aund they
pow swollen atid turned blac
tion, aud millions o maggols could be
ing upoun their Uesh, Al me! tbought I, cor
the fathers, the mat
untortupate men suddenly appear
on the furms they bhad onece fonc
arwms, they wou'd curse to the bitte
traitors who
niiseries of this war
households.

By ten o'clock t
most of our own deard,
wounded, und it greater portion ot the re
wounded. A number of the latter, however.
luid between our line of skirmishers and that of
the enemy. As the enemy fired in the dark,
upon every object they sa=w approach, our
could not render assistance toas Many as
would otberwise bave done. Many had recei
severe and painful wounds, and their cease
cries for help,
the night, sent a t
brave soldier ot the Eighty-Third:
always noticed that the men of that regiment,
altbough ibhey never bud any compuuecticn of
conscience in their treatment of an attacking
foe, yet the mowment the :oe were prostrate and
helpless at their feet, they would throw away
their guns aud everything else 1o render them
assistance. Awong the number brought in, I
retnember a tine looking young rebel sergeant
who bad bad the bone of his rigut thigh broke.
by a minnie bullet. Qur men had, at tbe risk
of their lives, ventured out and brought uim
and aopother wounded rebel soldier iu their
arwns, and laid them down under somnetrees up-
on a rise of gr und some tifty yurds from where
I was resting. As no stretchers were left upon
the field, they could not carry them bLack tothe
bospituls, which were two or three miltes to the
rear. Their wounds were torturing them, and,
attracted by their groans, I went towards the
spot aod found them lying upoun their blanket~
in a pool of bload, their Limbs shivering with
the cool night air, and the youn sergeant inca
puble of wmoving without wrenching his broken
bone, 8o a4 (o seud a thritl of agony through bis
whole body. He was a manly vouog feliow, of
tinely moulded features, and well shaped limbs,
appeunrently about twenty-one, and evidently,
descended ofgentle blood. ** Oh, siv,” be ex-
claimed brokenly, “Iam glad you bave come
to wmy assistance; will you please give me a
driuk of water and help me to turn over; I am
lying on my broken limb, ar.d cuunot helpmy-
self.” Fortunately I bad a canteenof water by
my side, and upplied it to the lipsof these sur
fering men. 1 then wentin scarch of belp, for
I could not lift tuem alone. Having foend »
soldier to assist me, we returned and did the
Lest we could for them. We made a nice, s0f1
bed of leaves, large enough for both and then
batbed, and nound up their wounds with our
handkerchiefs. We then took one of the blan-

upoun their once happy

several davsalter-and spre:

the God's sake, do be eareful.
tire, kome lying upon their That
ached upon their breks, like stone,

ol death. The rains
nded and the hotjsucceeded in lay
were Lion, upon the b
k with mortitica-!
seenriot- We
uld in the hreast, by his side, and covercd them
hers, and the wives of these:
and gaze up near.
Hed in their ful, and express
r end the'lhe treatment they bad recsived;
hnd brought the desouations and.vot expected it from tho

be detachments bad buried%ﬁn‘ anyt
and brought in our:l
el L

men ‘ no condition to eat them.
they:would ask ot
ved | was to get th
less | possibl
breaking upon the stillness ol‘ied to.

hrill to the heart of many aited off
for I bavejmen!”

kets of his comrade, which was not so bloody.
wd it upon the bed of leaves, and put
their knapsacks nt the head for pillows,  As we
_took hold of the young man to lift himn to his
"new bed, he suricked in agony, ‘Oh men, for
Oh my mother!”
appeal was enongh to rift the heart of a
but we performed the oftice as carefully
fas we could, being obliged to support his man-
gled limb without jarring it, at the same time
it we lifted his boidy from the ground. We
ing hi down in an easy posi-
1 of leaves, and he seemed to
feel at once that his sufferings were relieved.
then laid his eomrade, who was wounded

both with welean bianket which welound Jying
‘'he wounded men seewed to feel grate-
e their sense of gratitude for
for they had
se who they suppos-
jed to be their enemies. Wae told thewmn that they
‘need not feel themselves under obiigaiions
hing we had doge, forthhugh we might
ve foes on the field of battic, yet it wasno more
‘than the duty of every soldier to give assistanee
"t 4 fallen foe in the hour of his misfortune,

" We then offered them some rations from our

huversacks, such as we had, but they were in
The sergeant said he
e more kindness ot us, and that
emn carried to a1 hospital, as soon as
e, where their wounds nught be attend-
We promised to do so, and at ouve star-
on our mission. ¢ Thank you, gentle-
said the young man gratetiuly, as hetell
into a fitful slumver, while we moved away.
It was somelime betfore we could nccomplish
(his misston, and 1 returned several times dur-
ing the interval to ndininister draugbtsof water
to them, »nd to assure them thatthey would be
attended to befora long: and I bad the satisfac-
tion ot knowing tbat beforean hourelapsed they
nad both heen cariied to a hospital, where [
trust their wounds were properly taken careof,
and tbat they lived to repent and avandon the
errors of their ways.

We left tbe brigade, some pages back, secure-
ly entrenched upon the rocky foriress of Big
Round Top, awaiting the approach of moruing,
and another attack from the rebel bost. The
wmorning camne, but the enemy came not with ir,
One trial, at passing through the Valley cf the
Shadow of Deuth had satistied their thirst for
military glory, and thev never mide the at-
rempt again.  During the morning the First
Brigade came toour relief; they tookour places
1o the line, and we marcbed out and thok a
position in the rear of the left centre, still in
sightof Little Round Top, and laid down to rest.
We lny there during the day, 10 rescrve, and
ander one of the beaviest artillery tires, that
ever was heard in any Lattle. The rebels had
massed both theirartillery and infautry onour
right, and ceutre, and were about to make a
grand desperate and final struggle to break our
nnes. But tbhey found our army prepured at
every point. All at once five hundred cannon
opened on bnth sides, and for two hours, with-
out cessation, the earth shook like au earth-
quuke, nnd the air was filled with missiles of
deuth, screaming, hissing and whirlinginevery
direction over the tield. Huudreds of the ene-
iny’s shells which fuited roexpiode, Hew shriek-
ing through the skies, fora balf and three quar-
ters of u mile to the reur of our lines ot battle.

Those striking nearer would plow a huge fur-
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row in the ground, and then ricochetting and
Jenping npward to the height of 1 hundred teet,
could he seen whirling awav tfor a quarter of a
mile in the distance, before ngain falling to the
earth. Hundreds turst over and around us,
hurling their fragments in every Qirection.
One shell burst so close to (sen. Barne< and his
staff, as they were riding nlong the line ot our
brigade, that one officer bad his face titled with

owder, and the General hinvself received a

wound in the leg. Strange to 8a¥, that nnderl

all this fire, ouly one man in the Kighty-Third
waa vounded. Durinugtbe cannonading our al-
tention was frequently directed to the.opera-
tious of our artitl-ry posted on Little Round
Top. Mount Sinai in all its glory, never thun-
dered, nor belched forth such volums of smoke
and lighting, as did that arnnd hittlccitadel up
on this memorable day. Tbe shnuts of our ar-
tillerymen were heard at intervals, above the
roar of battle, and, atiracted by the ex :itement
of the occasion, T rodeup to Littie Round Top,
and witnessed the grandest artillery cuel thatl
I had ever witnessed nefore. 1 found two bat-

teries of rifled Parrott guns at work, and, «n|

looking a mile to the right and frout, saw two
hatteries of the enemy grinning most bhorrinly
in our direction, Our artillery surj-assed that
of tbe rebels in percision of firing and in exe:
cution. They bad sent our shells with such ac-
curacy that they had alresdy blown up two or
three of the enemy’s ¢itissINS. Every time our
men hlew up a caisson, they raised a shout of
trinmph. We were iast silencing their guns.
The rebel gunners replied vigorously, butinel

fectually,  Their sohd shot and shell struck
savagelv against the rocky walls of this little
(sibralter and theu bounded off barmlessly in
avother direction. Atthe sametimea most ter

rible strugele between the infantry of the op-
posing forces was going on. 1 could see the
long lines ol the enemy advance over the tields
to the as=ault, seemingly hesitatingond waver-
ing as they went, whben snddenly a sheet of
Aamme would hurst frons our ling, and their brok-
en and fiving columns would be lost in a cloud
of smoke. Then fresh supporting columns
couldagain beseen pre~'singfnrward tothe work
of death, rallying the fugitives and sweeping
them up again into the fire, and themselves
advancipg into the very crater of the volcupo.
Then would come » hand to band encounter;
and gazing on it from that distance, scarcely
able to distinguish the cotnbatants in the thick,
dim smoke, that enveloped them, once or twice
my heart beat with npprehension for the result.
‘Bat soon the sight of the fugitive assilants run:
ning to the rear assured me that all was right,
and that the hosts of freedom were destined to
provail over the dark hosta of slavery and re-

bellion. Then came a lull over the whole field;

of battle. Thesiience of thegrave reigned alonu
the whole line Jor the space of two hours; but
it was a momentous silence, portending the
more terrible storm that was to follow. The
enemy, broken and driven back on the right,
was again mussiug bis colums for wnother des

pernte assault on the left and centre. The as

saultal lastcame. Withaline of battle extend-
ing us fur as the eve could reach, with baunner-
flying und with two hundred und tifty cannon
belehing their fiery meteors right over then
heads. into the fuces of our men, they dvan

ced close up to the line of the Union bosts and
were apuin driven ba :k dis omtitted and shiv

ered into fragments. Again the buli-dogs ot
war were let loose from our line, and again the

jheavens were rel t and the air filled with the
~creaming messengers of dearth  The hutteries
‘on the fortress of Little Round Top were arnin
on the trail of their old enemy, atnd again send-
g iron compliments into their midst. Atfour
Lotelek the firing began tosiancken. Their bat-
'lluries had been silenced, and tie dark hosts of
lrebellion, torn inty a thousani tragments, sul-
denly Iefe the field of carnuge. Their mnety
{thouswnd chosen veterans hai failed to conquer
the sixly thousand heroes that stood before
Lthem, Thus ended the memorable day of the 3a
of July. Ipussedoverthefielda few days afler-
vards and counted fifteen dead horses lving in
acirciumterence of titty fe=t, together with in-
munerable fragments of artillery carriages
| where the batreries stoo'l that had dared to tnke
‘llp the gauntlet and to ting itinthe faces ol the
| cannoneers who had shaken the tield with their
!(hnndrrs tromn the heivhs of Little Rouprd Top.
i Befure closing the final act und scene in this
igreatest drama of the war for the Union, let us
iPeturn to the hero of Liule Round Top, who
with the less than twelve hundred men under
his command, had saved the lefton the day of
jthe 2d, and who in offeripg up his life has
‘statnped his cbharacter with the seal o the sub-
ilimest heroism. On being taken to the rear,
'Col. Vincent was carried 1o the farm house of
{Mr. Wm. Bushmun, about two wiles from
' Round Top and four milessouth cast of GGettys-
burg. Although the bone bad been broken,
(he wound was one of thosesingular ones which
finflict less pain than tbose which often prove
"te~s dangerous. The bullet had passed clear
‘through tbe left groin and Jodged in e right,
;and his case wus al once discovered by those
‘near bim to Le past all sureery. On the morn-
iog of the 3d Geu. Butterfield came 1o see bim,
;and to announce that be bad alrendy, by direc-
‘tion of Gen. ¥ cude, telegraphed tor bis apniot-
‘ment as a Brigadier Geveral. Itwas Col, Vin-
‘cent’s desire, not yet beinye aware of the mortal
jnatare of hix wouud, to leave for home at 0DCe,
“and accoringly the General gave written per-
inisaion to two of his stafl officers to proceed
pome with himn witbout deley. But on con-
|suiting the Brigade Surgeon, who cameinafew
ihours atterwards, be was told that his removal
was entirely impracticable, apd was advised to
!distniss the'idenat once frown his mind. ‘*I'bhen,”
lsaid be. **I want you to send for my wile as
igsoon us possibie.” His Adjutant Gen’l, Lieut.
Clurk, mounted a horse without deluy, rode o
| Westminister, a distance of forty miles, and
telegraphed home. Apother officer went to
' Hauover and telegraphed to the same etfect.
Butin the confusionand pressol business which
prevailed, neither of these messages reached
inome in time. In the oienntime Col. Vincent
kept slowly but gradually sinking away. XHe
became couscious of bissiturtion, butnever ut-
tered a groan norcompluint, und suid repeatedly
tbat he suttered no pain. The only times he
sutfered was when he was moved trom oneride
‘0 the other, nud his broken limb was jurred by
the operation, although he was handled with all
the care and delicacy that it was possible to ex-
ercise. Lven then he would suppress the out-
hursts ol ngony that his pain seemned to bring
forth »s it he thought the outward manifesta-
tion of suflering was unworthy a soldier and a
hero. He was visited from duy to day by Gen.
<vkey, Gen. Barnes and other prominent of-
ficers who had already learued 10 respect bis
rharacter as & mun and his gallantry on the
tield of battle. I presume,” suid he, “I have

R
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!lin;: the regiment, and the brigade, nn the field
ing by bLis bedside one day, were speaking of,of batte, snnd how he foruught side hy sde, and
the late battle, and congratul4ting him upon 'shared il the dangers equally with them, the
bi< well earned promorion. He seemed inclin lseal of his supsriority Lecame st unped upon
cd to talk but little atier the firsi two davs oftheir hearts,  He had none of that tender re-
bis illness. So deadesning. indeced, bad been, rard for the sifety of his own person when the
the blow he re(:vived'llmthchadnntrlmstrength]ncc;wion called for bis services at the front,
to engage in conversation for any length ofiwhicly I have secn snine general offic-rs mani-
time. He wus constantly attended hy Dr.[fest; none of that cunning strategy that would
Burchfield, Surgeon of the Kighty-Third, by !sneak for shelter behind a rock, a quatter of a
Lieut. Ciark, and by several other memticrs of'mile to toe rear, under the plea that the life of
the regiment who westowed upon him all thela commanding officer wns of more importance
care and attention that the opportuniti: s of the'than the hives 0! his men; none of that love ol
oceasion afturded. On the 6ih he became solilife, that would nsk othersty go where he dnred
weak asto bescarcely ableto utter # word above inot go bimself.  Yet his bravery had nothing
a whisper, and on the 7th it was evident thut!of rasiiness in its composition. If he was al-
his lust moments were approaching. At that wayvs first and foremnst on the ficld of battle
last momentatenderrecollection ofthechristian ‘it was hecause hissense of duty took him there,
education he had received seemed to come over and if ha became animated in the excitement
him, and while the feeble etfurt to repeat thelof the fray, it wuas the result of a giorious eo-
Lord's Prayer was still lingering upon hix lipu'thusiasm which rose higher and bigher as the
the soul of this young hero passed away 1o an-ijog of battle swelled in his breast and inspired
other world. The next day Lieut. Cltark pro-jhim to dare and to do all that might hecome a

done mv last fighting,” asseveral officers, stand-

ceeded with bis remains to his home in Erie,
where, attended by a large concourse of citizeus,
they were huried with all the honors of war.
Such was the glorious death of Bri
General Strong Vincent. He was borp at Wat-
g1 ford ou the 17th of June, 1837, avd was conse-
quently a few days past the age of twenty-six
at the time of hiy death.
mnan, and a soldier, it i3 unnecessary for me to
speak in any terms of eulogy or admiration,
for bis fame is more widely koown already
than this book will ever Le, and his name will
be remembercd when these pages shall have
assed ipto obiivion. I bhave no practicein the
anguage of enconium, and 1 am not aware
that my hurmor ever ran in (hat direction. But
there have lived and died men of such a stamp
as must extort praise from even the most criti-
cal. When the regiment first went out, his
style, us it was called, was not much admired
by the men. But when they cameto learn that

his bearing was the result not of supercilious-
ness, but ¢t a noble dignity of character, tbey
fell into an admuiration of him, and thisadmira-
tion grew and expanded day by day. Anpd
when they came to witness his skill in hand-

iman. In camp and o private life, bis manners
iwire those of n gentleman. Heassociated with
ithe highest officers in the army, and I always

gadier 'noticed on such occasinns that when in his

.company they behaved asifthey lelt themselves
;in the presence of a AMan. But perhaps the
rgreatest thing that can be said in hisy favor is

Of bis charcter as althat arcidst ull the unfavorable influences in

ithe life of a soldier he never forgot the religious
training he had received in bis early yeurs. 1
have frequently known him, afler coming in
from business at the front, at bed-time, to put
out the light and kneel by his little cot and
spend a few ouients in silent prayer before
retiring to rest. But I have dope with wbat
some may deem the language of adulation.
Personally I am not a professed admi.er of any
man, living or dead ; but I cunpot Jet this op-
portunity pass without giving the result of my
observations on the character of one with whom
I have been associated in arms. To sum up
the character of Gen. Strong Vincent in three
words, 1 can only say that he was a gallant
soldier, a fine scholar and a christain gentle-
man, and when you say this you have said all

that can be said of any man.
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Battlefield of Manassas, 1878; of Rock Island Bridge
across the Mississippi, 1870, of the fortifications of New
London and New Haven, Conn., 1870-'74; of the improve-
ment of certain rivers and harbors on Long Island, 1870-
'74; of construction of Block Island Breakwater, R. I,
1870-'82.

“He was a member of Commission to examine Union
Pacific Railroad and Telegraphic Lines, 1868-'69, and Mem-
ber of many important Boards of Officers of the Corps of
Engineers organized for the consideration of the plans and
the execution of the works of the Corps, among which
were the Board on Improvement of the Des Moines
Rapids, 1867; Board on Bridge across Niagara River, at
Buffalo, N. Y., 1870-71; on Bridging the Ohio River,
1870-’71, and 1878-'82; on plan for docks constructed for
Breakwater at Chicago Harbor, Ill,, 1871; on the comple-
tion of Cincinnati and Newport Bridge over the Ohio,
1871; on the harbors of St. Louis, Mo., and Alton, Ill,
and Banks of the Mississippi, 1872; on Bridging the chan-
nel between Lake Huron and Lake Erie, 1873; on Ship
Canal from the Mississippi to the Gulf of Mexico, 1873-
'74; to examine the St. Louis Bridge across the Mississippi,
1873; on the reclamation of the Alluvial Basin of the
Mississippi, 1874-'75; on Mississippi Bridges between St.
Paul, Minn., and St. Louis, Mo,, 1876, and on the improve-
ment of the Mississippi River, from the Falls of St. An-
thony to Rock Island Rapids, 1878. He was engaged in
the survey of the Battlefield of Groveton, Va., and in the
preparation of campaign maps of certain operations in
1862-63 of the Army of the Potomac in Virginia.

“ He was appointed a Member of the Advisory Coun-
cil of the Harbor Commissioners of the State of Rhode
Island, 1878.

“In 1870 General Warren was assigned to the charge
of the surveys and improvements of various rivers and har-
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bors in southeastern Massachusetts; and in Rhode Island
and Connecticut, on which duty and in the supervision of
the construction and repair of the fortifications of New

‘Bedford, Mass.,, of Narragansett Bay and of Newport,

R. I, he remained until the time of his death.

“In scientific investigations General Warren had few
superiors; and his elaborate reports on some of the most
important works which have been confided to the Corps of
Engineers are among the most valuable contributions to its
literature. .

“1In the field, in the late civil war, he was a brave and
energetic officer, and in the high command to which he at-
tained by his patriotic valor and skill he merited the ad-
miration of the army and the applause of his country.

“ He was kind and considerate in all the relations of life,
and his family in its affliction will have the hearty sympathy
of the Corps of Engineers.

““ As a testimonial of respect for the deceased, the officers
of the Corps will wear the usual badge of mourning for
thirty days. “ George H. Evrior,

“ Major of Engineers.

“ By command of BriG.-GEN. WRIGHT.”

_—

STRONG VINCENT, BRIGADIER-GENERAL VOLUNTEERS

Strong Vincent was born at Waterford, Erie County,
Pennsylvania, June 17, 1837. He was the son of B. B.
Vincent and Sarah Ann Strong Vincent. As the name in-
dicates, Strong Vincent was of English Puritan and French
Huguenot ancestry. During his childhood his father re-
moved from Waterford to Erie, Pennsylvania, engaging
in business there as an iron-founder and banker. He was
also largely interested in grain elevators in Chicago.

Strong Vincent entered the Erie Academy in 1843, re-
maining there until 1850; learned the trade of iron-moulder
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in his father’s foundry 1850-1852; was a clerk in the
foundry office 1852-1854; entered Trinity College, Hart-
ford, Connecticut, 1854; entered Harvard College 1856,
and was graduated at Harvard in 1859. He read law in
Erie 1859-1860, with W. S. Lane, Esquire; was admited to
the Erie Bar in December, 1860, and practiced law until he
entered the Army in 1861.

In April, 1861, he married Elizabeth H. Carter of New-
ark, New Jersey, to whom he had been engaged since his
college days. ’

Miritary Recorp.— Upon the call of the President in
April, 1861, for volunteers for three months’ service, he
enlisted in Colonel John W. McLane’s Erie Regiment of
Volunteers; was elected second lieutenant of his company;
was promoted to first lieutenant and adjutant of the regi-
ment, serving as such until the muster out of the regiment
at the close of its service in July, 1861.

Colonel McLane received an order from the Secretary
of War, dated July 24, 1861, authorizing him to raise a
regiment of volunteers to serve for three years or during
the war. About half the three months regiment re-enlisted
and by the end of August the full complement of men and
officers had been secured. The regiment was mustered
into the service of the United States, September 14, 1861,
as the Eighty-third Regiment Pennsylvania Volunteers,
with John W. McLane as colonel and Strong Vincent as
lieutenant-colonel, to rank as such from July 24, 1861.

Colonel McLane was killed at the battle of Gaines’ Mill,
Virginia, June 27, 1862. Vincent was promoted to be
colonel of the regiment, ranking as such from June 27,
1862. When Colonel Stockton (who as senior colonel had
commanded the brigade after General Butterfield’s promo-
tion) resigned, soon after the battle of Chancellorsville,
Vincent, who was next in rank, was assigned to the com-
mand of the brigade and continued in command until he
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was wounded at the battle of Gettysburg July 2, 1863.
In consideration of his distinguished service at this battle
General Meade telegraphed that night to President Lin-
coln, requesting that he be promoted to be brigadier-gen-
eral. The President sent the commission at once by special
messenger, but Vincent’s wound was fatal, and he died a
few days later.

Vincent without previous military training showed at
the outset an appreciation of the need of discipline, pre-
cision, and accuracy in all military matters. My first recol-
Jection of him is his appearance as adjutant in forming the
line of the regiment for its first dress parade. As I
stood, a private in the ranks, and heard his command on
the right, “ To the rear open order, March!” and saw the
line officers step to the front in an irregular line and heard
him correct their faults, then saw him march to the center,
halt, turn on his heel, face the colonel, who stood like a
statue at some distance with his arms folded, gauntlets
reaching near to his elbows, salute with his sword and re-
port, “Sir, the parade is formed,” I confess my first im-
pression of him was not favorable. I thought him a dude
and an upstart. I soon came to know that he wished to
impress on that mob of green country boys, by example as
well as precept, the proper way for a soldier to stand and
to move. It was the beginning for that regiment of its
military education. By the end of its three months’ service
spent in continual drill and practice in all the duties of a
soldier, that part of this regiment which re-enlisted for
three years formed a trained nucleus for the Eighty-third
Regiment of Pennsylvania Volunteers, which placed it in
the front rank of volunteers for the war, and kept it there.
Vincent had demonstrated his fitness for a higher position.
McLane had seen service in the Mexican war and had kept
up his training by the command of a militia company for
several years in Erie. He was a tall, commanding figure,
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he was looking for Birney. Having explained to him
the need for troops on Little Round Top, Sykes agreed
to send one of Barnes’ brigades. Mackenzie then returned
to Warren and reported. Sykes immediately sent one of
his staff to direct Barnes to send one of his brigades.
Barnes had not returned to the division. Vincent was sit-
ting on his horse at the head of the column, waiting orders.
Seeing Sykes’ aide approaching, he rode forward to meet
him. I followed with the flag, and distinctly heard the
following conversation: ““ Captain, what are your orders? ”
The captain replied, “ Where is General Barnes?” Vin-
cent said, “ What are your orders? Give me your orders.”
The captain answered, “ General Sykes told me to direct
General Barnes to send one of his brigades to occupy that
hill yonder,” pointing to Little Round Top. Vincent said,
« T will take the responsibility of taking my brigade there.”
Returning to the brigade, he directed Colonel Rice, the sen-
ior colonel, to bring the brigade to the hill as rapidly as
possible, then rode away toward the northwest face of
the hill. I followed him. Reaching the foot of the hill
and finding it impossible to ride up to the top in that di-
rection, owing to the steepness of the ascent and the loose
stones which covered the surface, he turned to the left and,
skirting the northern foot of the ridge, turned into the woods
behind the ridge on the eastern side. He rode on until we
reached the south end, where the line of great rocks which
form the summit suddenly terminates by an abrupt de-
scent of perhaps fifty feet. From the foot of this rock
the ground slopes to the east, south, and west on a spur
which is partly covered by scattered boulders and smaller
rocks. At the southern extremity of this spur is a ridge
running east and west for a distance of about three hun-
dred feet. From this ridge southward toward Big Round
Top extends a sparsely wooded valley which runs along
the northern side of the mountain its whole length. There
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are many rocks and boulders scattered over the surface of
this valley, far enough apart, however, to afford room be-
tween them for the passage of troops.

Vincent rode around this big rock and halted a few paces
to the west of it, at the place which was occupied a few
minutes later by the Sixteenth Michigan. I sat on my
horse behind him with the flag. Almost immediately a
shell exploded to our right, followed by another just to
our left. Vincent said to me, “ They are firing at the
flag, go behind the rocks with it.” I rode behind the rock
and stopped. Almost immediately he came and, dismount-
ing, gave me the bridle of his horse. He then went down
among the rocks, selecting a position for the brigade. In
a few moments the brigade arrived, with the regiments in
the following order: Forty-fourth New York, Sixteenth
Michigan, Eighty-third Pennsylvania, and Twentieth
Maine. The field officers dismounted, leaving their horses
with the mounted orderlies behind the rock. Vincent said
to Colonel Rice, “ Form your regiment here, Colonel, with
the right against the rock.” Rice replied, “In every
battle in which we have been engaged the Eighty-third
and Forty-fourth have fought side by side. I wish it
might be so to-day.” Vincent understood and sym-
pathized with this feeling. e replied, “ All right, let
the Sixteenth pass you.” The Sixteenth came forward
and was placed in the position which Vincent had desig-
nated for the Forty-fourth. The ground was too rough
for much precision in movements, but the men came for-
ward in as good order as possible. The Forty-fourth
formed along the western edge of this spur, with its right
joining the left of the Sixteenth Michigan, the Eighty-
third next, with part of its line facing west, and the re-
mainder facing south on the east and west ridge. The
Twentieth Maine continued this line toward the east.
Skirmishers were sent out by the Forty-fourth and Eighty-
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third down the valley toward the west, and a company
from the Twentieth Maine toward the southeast to guard
against an approach from that quarter. I think no skir-
mishers were sent out from the Sixteenth. The ground
in their front was open to the foot of the hill, and an
advance of the enemy from that direction could be plainly
seen from the main line.

The position chosen by Vincent for his brigade was the
best possible for preventing the Confederates from turning
or capturing the hill. Had he placed his men on the crest
of the ridge the enemy could have turned his flank and
attacked from the rear. Or having opened the way, they
could have held it for Hood’s whole division to follow,
cutting Meade’s communications, capturing his trains, and
forcing him to leave his strong position and attack the
Confederates in the open. Not all the troops that could
have been placed on the crest of Little Round Top could
have prevented this if the spur occupied by Vincent’s bri-
gade and the valley along the north side of Big Round
Top had been left open.

/ In two respects justice has never been done to Vincent.
He would have gone with his brigade wherever he was
ordered. He was thoroughly alive that day. A glance
at Little Round Top was enough for him to realize its
importance in relation to the field of battle and the neces-
sity of occupying it without delay. Minutes were precious.
In spite of all that Warren, Sykes, and Barnes did, it would
have been too late had not Vincent moved without wait-
ing for an order from his immediate superior. The in-
stant he knew that Sykes had sent an order to Barnes to
send one of his brigades, without designating any special
brigade, he took the responsibility of taking his brigade
there without waiting for the order to reach him through
the ordinary channel. Had he waited for that, it would
have been too late. He gave the order to Rice to bring
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on the brigade as rapidly as possible. He did not march
at the head of the brigade, but preceded it, and when it
arrived he had already selected its position.

- The second respect is in not giving him the credit due
for his knowledge and skill in the choice of a position.
No general or staff officer directed or accompanied him.
He knew only that Sykes had sent an order to Barnes to
send one of his brigades to occupy that hill. Half the
brigade commanders in the Army of the Potomac, if they
received such an order, would have construed it as a direc-
tion to place their troops on the hill, where at that moment
they would have been useless. Vincent used his discretion
as to the manner of its occupation. The event proved that
his instinct for the point of vantage was of the highest
order. The historians have vied with one another in tell-
ing how it was not done. Nearly all of them have cred-
ited Warren with taking the responsibility of detaching
Vincent’s brigade and placing it where it fought. In doing
this they have relegated Vincent to the place of an officer
who obeyed orders and stayed where he was put. Warren
performed most important services that day. I yield to
no man in my admiration and gratitude for what he did,
but that is no reason for others to claim for him acts which
he disclaims for himself, as T will show later by his own
words. If I can show that the retention by the Union
army of this key to the battlefield on July 2, 1863, is due
primarily to Strong Vincent and his gallant brigade, aided
at the supreme moment by O’Rorke and his regiment, I
shall feel that Vincent, O'Rorke, and the men of their
commands who gave up their lives in that supreme effort
did not die in vain.

In describing the Confederate attack it has been impos-
sible to separate from it the action of the Union troops
in repelling it. After the Union skirmishers retired to
their line, followed by the advance of the Confederates
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in line of battle, Vincent’s brigade, with the exception of
the charge by the Twentieth Maine at the close of the
fight, confined itself until after dark to maintaining its
strong position. It was there to hold Little Round Top,
and it held it. It is doubtful whether any good could
have been accomplished by following up the Confederate

retreat. The failure of the repeated Confederate assaults,

and their ultimate withdrawal, is sufficient justification, if
any is needed. The time soon came for taking the offen-
sive. The attack against the left of the brigade, under
Chamberlain, had been vigorous and persistent.

Time and again the Confederates had succeeded in driv-
ing back Chamberlain’s men a few paces, only to be forced
to retire in their turn. The rocks where the Twentieth
Maine was posted were smaller and less numerous than
those behind which the Forty-fourth New York and Eigh-
ty-third Pennsylvania fought. At one time Chamberlain
asked Captain Woodward if he could spare a company to
enable him to close up toward the left his depleted ranks.
Woodward could not do this; but, by taking advantage of
the rocks and thinning his line in places where it was safe
to do so, he extended it to the left enough to give material
assistance to Chamberlain. Finally, with his ammunition
exhausted and with no prospect of reinforcements, the psy-
chological moment arrived, and Chamberlain seized the op-
portunity. He ordered a charge with the bayonet. I have
described this in my statement of the attack. Its success
put the finishing touch to the Union victory.

Colonel Rice, who assumed command when Vincent fell,
had not been idle. After the temporary break on the right
had been checked by the arrival of the One Hundred and
Fortieth New York, order was restored on that part of
the line. Realizing the perilous situation of the Twentieth
Maine, and the impossibility of sparing any men from
other parts of the line, Rice sent an officer (not named
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in his report) to the corps commander to ask for rein-
forcements. Vincent had previously sent Captain Judson
of his staff for the same purpose. While Vincent’s bri-
gade was fighting in this isolated position, the remainder
of the Fifth corps had come up. The brigades of Sweitzer
and Tilton, of Barnes’ division, had been fighting along
Birney’s line. The two brigades of Regulars in Ayres’ di-
vision had been sent to the vicinity of the Devil’s Den.
Weed’s brigade of this division had been ordered by Sykes
to Little Round Top, but by some misunderstanding of
orders it went to the front to reinforce Sickles, except
the One Hundred and Fortieth New York, which Warren
detached as the brigade was passing.

When Sykes returned from the rear, where he had been
to order up more troops, and found that Weed had gone to
the front, he ordered him back to Little Round Top. The
three regiments of this brigade, Ninety-first Pennsylvania,
One Hundred and Forty-sixth New York, and One Hun-
dred and Fifty-fifth Pennsylvania, finally got into position
along the crest of the ridge on the right of the One Hun-
dred and Fortieth New York, but they did not arrive until
all the close fighting on that part of the line was done.
Following Ayres, General Crawford, commanding the
Third division, came up with two brigades of the Penn-
sylvania Reserves under McCandless and Fisher. Mec-
Candless’ brigade, with one regiment of IFisher’s, the Elev-
enth Pennsylvania Reserves, was sent to the front in the
vicinity of the wheat-field. Fisher had five regiments in
his brigade. He was sent with the remaining regiments to
the support of Vincent, but did not arrive until the fighting
was all done and the Confederates had disappeared from
that vicinity.

About nine o’clock in the evening Rice sent Chamberlain
with the Twentieth Maine to the summit of Big Round
Top. They climbed the steep ascent directly south of the
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LETTERS ABOUT VINCENT AND His BRIGADE AT
GETTYSBURG

In 1901 the compiler of this book, in response to his in-
quiry as to the character of General Vincent, his conduct
at Gettysburg, and its effect in determining the result of
the battle, received letters from the following gentlemen,
with permission to publish them. Extracts from which
are subjoined.

(From Major-General DANIEL BUTTERFIELD, Chief of Staff, Army of
the Potomac at Gettysburg.)

“ HoteL RovaL PaLM, MiaMmi, FLORIDA,
February 19, 1901.

“ No man who lived and fought in the battle of Gettys-
burg did more for his country than Vincent. I knew the
whole matter from beginning to end. He was a mag-
nificent soldier, a gentleman of high education and great
ability.

“ General Tremain brought messages to General Meade
and to me from the field, describing the exigency and great
need for the immediate occupation of Round Top, and au-
thority was given him to send the troops there. In my
judgment there was not another command on the field
which could have been more effective in the matter of time
and rapidity of movement in getting to the spot in time to
have saved the day, owing to its wonderful efficiency, drill,
and discipline under Vincent, who had been trained and
educated with it.”

(From Josaua L. CHAMBERLAIN, Brevet Major-General U. S. V.,
Colonel Commanding Twentieth Maine Volunteers at Gettysburg.)

“ PorTLAND, MAINE, November 18, 1901.
“ Colonel Vincent’s conduct in taking his brigade to
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Little Round Top and placing it in position, and in throw-
ing his great personal energy and determination into the
fight there, are personally well known to me. I regard the
timely occupation of that position, which was at that stage
of the battle the key of the Union defense, as due to the
energy and skill of Colonel Vincent.”

(From CuarLes W. Evior, President of Harvard University.)

“ CAMBRIDGE, M ass., November 27, 1901.

“I am, of course, incompetent to express an opinion
about the precise value of Colonel Vincent’s energetic ac-
tion at Gettysburg; but I remember him as a student in
Harvard College with perfect distinctness, and I should
like to testify to anybody who wants to know what man-
ner of man he was — that he was one of the manliest and
most attractive persons that I ever saw. I remember
thinking that his death was an unspeakable loss to the army
on which the hopes of the country rested at the time, and
to the country which he would have greatly served if his
life had been spared.”

(From General ELLIS SPEAR, Major Twentieth Maine Volunteers at
Gettysburg.)

“ WasHINGTON, D. C., November 23, 190I.

‘¢ 1 have read carefully the foregoing statement in re-
gard to General Vincent's services at Gettysburg. As to
the greater part of the statement, I know of my own knowl-
edge that it is strictly accurate. What happened on the
right of the brigade when Vincent was mortally wounded
I did not see, being then with the Twentieth Maine closely
engaged on the left, but it was a matter of common report
at the time, and beyond question the statement is strictly
accurate. I had seen General Vincent in battle before and
knew what he would do then. He was a very valuable of-
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ficer and of great promise, and his death was a great loss
to the army; but the success he achieved in averting the im-
minent and great danger on the left at Gettysburg on the

second day of the battle, was worth what it cost, though

the price was great.”

(From General James LongsTreer, C. S. A))

“WasnincTon, D. C.,, December 6, IQOI.

“TIt gives me pleasure to state in reference to the worth
of Little Round Top to the Union Army at Gettysburg,
it was everything to the success of the Union battle. Gen-
eral Vincent’s prompt action in moving to save that point
held it, and was the means of getting the battle to his side.
Many minutes’ delay would have given the Confederates
the field.”

SKETCH OF CoLONEL PaTrick H. O’RORKE

By CarraiN PorTER FARLEY

Colonel O’Rorke was born in County Cavan, Ireland, on
March 28, 1836. He was brought to America when he
was only one year old. His parents settled for a year or
so in Montreal, Canada, then moved to Ogdensburg, New
York, where they remained about two years, when they
moved to Rochester, New York, where they established
their permanent home and where the survivors of the fam-
ily still abide. Young O’Rorke attended No. g public
school, and therein obtained such schooling as he had en-
joyed previous to his entrance at the Military Academy at
West Point.

About the year 1855 the University of Rochester estab-
lished two free scholarships open on competition to the boys
of the public schools of the city. O’Rorke competed with
others, and stood first on the list at the close of the exam-
ination. His parents were devoted Roman Catholics, and
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objected to the denominational control of the Rochester
College. On this account he had to forego the educational
advantages which were thus open to him. Soon after
graduating from the public school he began to learn the
trade of his father, which was that of marble cutter.

His general ability had by this time become well recog-
nized and had attracted the attention of the congressman
from the Rochester district, who obtained for him an ap-
pointment to a cadetship at West Point. He entered the
Military Academy in June, 1857, with the class which was
graduated in June, 1861. From the first O’Rorke took a
high stand in his class and finally was graduated at its
head, in a class of thirty-four. Among his classmates the
two best known for distinguished services during the Civil
War were Lieutenant Alonzo H. Cushing, killed on July
3 at Gettysburg, and General George A. Custer, who fell
in the massacre on the Little Big Horn in 1876.

Immediately upon his graduation O’Rorke was com-
missioned as second lieutenant of Engineers. He served
on the staff of General Tyler at the Battle of Bull Run,
July 21, 1861. Later he acted as assistant engineer on the
defenses of Washington and at Fortress Monroe. In Oc-
tober, 1861, he went to Port Royal as one of the staff of
General W. T. Sherman. For his services on this occasion
he received the brevet of captain. In September, 1862, he
was commissioned colonel of the One Hundred and For-
tieth New York Volunteers. During all the service of
Colonel O’Rorke as commander of this regiment it formed
a part of the Third Brigade, Second Division, Fifth Army
Corps. It was due to O’Rorke’s devotion and skill that this
regiment attained an efficiency which was a source of pride
to him and to the men who served under him.

During the Chancellorsville campaign O’Rorke was in
command of the brigade, as our brigade commander, Gen-
eral Warren, had been assigned to duty as chief engineer




Erie Honors Gen. Strong Vincent

ERIE, Pa.--As part of the city’s
bicentennial Erie remembered its
most famous Civil War hero,
Strong Vincent of the United states
Volunteers, with a grave rededica-
tion in conjunction with Memorial
Day in May and a recent military
parade.

General Vincent was buried in the
Erie Cemetery “amid much pomp
and ceremony”’ by a military escort
which had brought his body home
after he had died from wounds re-
ceived during the defense of
Gettysburg’s Little Round Top on
July 2, 1863.

The Vincent plot is rather modest
and many residents were unaware
that the general was buried in Erie.
The Strong Vincent
Commemoratives Committee’s
goal was to bring this site to the at-
tention of the community during
this bicentennial year, with an eye
on future improvements which
might include a larger grave marker.
Landscaping has already been done
with the permission of Vincent's
survivors who live in California,
and are unable to care for the site on
a personal basis.

A highlight of the grave rededica-
tion was the participation of the
students from the high school bear-
ing the Strong Vincent name. One

of the committee’s goals was to
reintroduce Vincent to the student
body. Few students knew why a
school was named for Vincent or
what part he played in the
Gelttysburg battle.

The high school band practiced
period music to play for the short
parade to the cemetery, and the
Amy Junior ROTC unit acted as
the honor guard. It carried the
replica of the Vincent 3rd Brigade
flag, as well as the 35-star
American flag flown at the time of
the battle. Students were in military
garb for the occasion.

The United States Marines Drum
and Bugle Corps were given special
permission to play at the grave site.
The Marines were in Erie for a spe-
cial show the night before, and par-
ticipated in their red show uniform
jackets, playing Sousa music, as
well as the National Anthem.

The student body purchased a
wreath stating “Never Forgotten”
which was placed on Vincent’s
grave during the firing of a military
salute by the reenactors from the
111th and 83rd Pennsylvania
Volunteer Regiments. Taps fol-
lowed. The crowd sang “America”
to close. -

Speakers included Bud Dever,
chairman of the Strong Vincent

Commemoratives Committee;
Congressman Philip English;
Mayor Joyce Sovacchio; Dr.
William P. Garvey, historian and
chair of the Bicentennial
Commission. James Wright Esq.,
an expert on the life of Vincent,
gave the eulogy. Myra Wright
placed the wreath.

The parade route was the same
used by the military escort which
removed the Vincent coffin from a
military train stopped nearby, and
transported it to the family plot in
Erie Cemetery.

The Vincent Commemoratives
Committee completed its projects
on Sept. 10 at a large military pa-
rade during which Pennsylvania
Gov. Thomas Ridge presented the
posthumous “Cross for Valor” to
the Rev. B.B. Vincent Lyon, great-
grand-nephew of General Vincent,
who accepted for the Vincent fam-
ily. The medal was presented back
to the Erie community to go in a
Civil War Heritage Room in a new
library being constructed.

The Vincent committee has arti-
facts relating to Vincent for the dis-
play. Included will be the original
Keith Rocco oil painting “Hold
The Ground.” Proceeds from print
sales is being used to cast a full-
siz€ bronze of Vincent which will
be donated to the community early
next year.

For- information about the
Strong Vincent committee contact
chairman Bud Dever, 214 Old
Main, Glenwood Hills, 501 E.
38th St., Erie, PA 16546.

Jim Wright eulogizes Strong Vincent during program in Erie, Pa.

It’s not too early
to set your dates for 1996
events, seminars, tours, pro-
grams, etc. Deadline for the
Civil War News’ 5th Annual
Calendar of Events &
Recruiting Directory will be
early December. .
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