
Bill Harten, 1940 Senior, Pocatello High School,
Pep Band Leader, Orchestra, and Symphony

with
The

Man

The H
orn

Mus1c Petty Officer Bill Harten, 1945 U.S. Navy Bandmaster, instructor, leader of the 
SepSenders Band in Pensacola, Florida, and survivor of the 1941 attack on Pearl Harbor
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Prof. H. 
LeGrande 
Fawson

Pocatellian 
1940 year-
book, 
pp.50, 53

 (modeled by Pep Band leader, Bill Harten.)

Jeane Lowe and Bill were always 
involved in playing solos, duets, trios. 
She often accompanied him on piano. 
Mr. Fawson gave both wonderful 
opportunities to learn, study, and 
perform for their school and for the 
community of Pocatello, ID.

Who knew that their personal duet 
would survive WWII and sixty years 
together as a couple.

Below is a portion of the 
Pocatello High School 
“Loyalty Song,” as written 
by their student Pep Band 
leader, Bill Harten in 1939. 
It is still that high school’s 
official Fight Song almost 
seventy years later.

He gave them 
music choices, 
proper training, 
performance 
challenges and 
opportunities, 
and praise.
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Used by permission.

Bill Harten modeled Pocatello 
High School’s new band uniform 
in the 1939-40 yearbook, The 
Pocatellian.
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While at Pocatello High School Bill assembled some top-notch high school musicians who 
became known as the “Swing Kings.” They played for dances and other school and civic events, 
the musicians being also in the school band, orchestra, and symphony. Bill played his cornet, 
helped find and arrange music (since it was rather scarce), and was also the main singer. The 
Hawaiian decorations were a precursor to those he would experience during 4 years in Hawaii.

Bill’s high school experiences and his exceptional musical skills put him way ahead of most 
Navy musicians. He floated to the top of the class and stayed there throughout his high school, 
and again in his Navy career and later in his civilian life and career. The Navy broadcast news 
and entertainment for the military stationed throughout the Pacific and at sea. Bill was a star 
singer and trumpet player for four years of those broadcasts during the war. Some recordings 
still exist and they are exciting and fun to listen to. His voice was golden and so was his trumpet.
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B
ill H

arten on cornet is second from
 left in band colum

n 3/4 of the w
ay back.
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