Bill Harten, 1940 Senior, Pocatello High School, Muslc Petty Officer Bill Harten, 1945 U.S. Navy Bandmaster, instructor, leader of the
Pep Band Leader, Orchestra, and Symphony SepSenders Band in Pensacola, Florida, and survivor of the 1941 attack on Pearl Harbor
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Jeane Lowe and Bill were always
involved in playing solos, duets, trios.
She often accompanied him on piano.
Mr. Fawson gave both wonderful
opportunities to learn, study, and
perform for their school and for the
community of Pocatello, ID.
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Below is a portion of the
Pocatello High School
“Loyalty Song,” as written
by their student Pep Band
leader, Bill Harten in 1939.
It is still that high school’s
official Fight Song almost
seventy years later.
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WE'RE LOYAL TO YOU POKY HIGH

William Harten, Jr., 1939
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Words copynight 1939, 1940, 2008 Pocatello High School. All nights reserved. Used by permission.
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While at Pocatello High School Bill assembled some top-notch high school musicians who
became known as the “Swing Kings.” They played for dances and other school and civic events,
the musicians being also in the school band, orchestra, and symphony. Bill played his cornet,
helped find and arrange music (since it was rather scarce), and was also the main singer. The
Hawaiian decorations were a precursor to those he would experience during 4 years in Hawaii.

Bill’s high school experiences and his exceptional musical skills put him way ahead of most
Navy musicians. He floated to the top of the class and stayed there throughout his high school,
and again in his Navy career and later in his civilian life and career. The Navy broadcast news
and entertainment for the military stationed throughout the Pacific and at sea. Bill was a star
singer and trumpet player for four years of those broadcasts during the war. Some recordings
still exist and they are exciting and fun to listen to. His voice was golden and so was his trumpet.
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William Harten,

Jr. Plays in U.S. Navy Band for Presidential

Inauguration of Franklin Delano Roosevelt, January 20, 1941

(Several days later from
Pocatello Tribune)
Pocatello Boy w
Plays in Navy
Band at Capital

The following letler was rooelv-
od by Mrs. Saranh Harten of 1131
West Young, from her son, Bill
Harten, now in Washingtoa, D. C.,
with the Navy School of Music. |

Bill Harten, & well-known!
trumpet player In  Pocatello, |
gradusted from high school last!
year and enrolled In the Navy'
School of Music last summer, |

Excerpts [rom the letter are:

“Here I am back in the navy's
music school after spending three |
days in the navy hospital with in.
fluenza, the {irst time I ever spent|
in a hospital, |

“f had a big surprise today. 1|
Just found out that the band I'm
in Is going W play for the big
White House press conference
Saturday at the Willard hotel.|
The president and Mrs. Roosevelt, |
Vice President Wallace and 3034
big editor, publisher and reporier
in the national will be there, also
several forelgn correspondents
from London.

“This is especially nice because
Saturday, March 15, is my 20th
birthday, and I will celebrate it
with the President, so lo speak.
This is the fourth time 1 have
played for the President, the last

1

time belng in the inaugural parade
and two other times at banguets.

“1 went sight-seelng last Sat-
urday afternoon. 1 went st to
the Library of Congress and read
the Pocatello Tribune. There are
ocoples of all the nation's Dews-
papers in the lLbrary. They re-
cently acquired the original Mag-
na Charta from England, it was
sent here for safekeeping. These
is & guard watzhing It &t all time.
It is & very old looking document,
dated 1215 A. D. T couldn't read
it because it was in Old English.

“The capitol is directly across
the strect from the lbrary, s I
went 10 see If anything was golng
on. It happens thatl congress has
been In session on Saturdsy alfter-

noons the Jast three weeks 1)

stood at a door outside the galery
and listened to a guy “holler his
head off,’ then the guard Nid me
I could go inside and stand ¥ I
liked. Remembder the movie, “Mr
Smith Goes o Washington™ I

sat where his girl sat in the final)

scene of the show, directly facing
the vice president. They argued
two and a half hours ona an
amendment to the bl to gEve
Roosevelt complete control of the
navy. They sald a lot of flatier-
ing things about the navy, which
made me feel proud.

“Saturdsy night I heard Count
Basie and his band. It sure was
rood.

“Sunday 1 weait to church and
heard a swell cholr. Ted Hill of
Pocatello saw me afterwands and
sald some good-looking girl from
Pocatello wanted to meet me. He
took me up to the chalr leader,
Imagine my surprise fo find it
was Miss Anne Pearson, my for-
mer Irving junior high aschool

music teacher, She 15 a socretary |

o Senator D. Worth Clark. I've
met so0 many former Pocatelans
here that It makes the world seess
very small™

Bill was seeing the world from Capital heights the day
following F.D.R.’s Inaugural festivities in Washington, D.C
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Pocatello High School Class of 1940

Graduate

as a Mu 2¢,
from the

U.S. Naval
College of
Music,

Apnl 1941,
assagned to

the USN band
of the battleship
US.S. Anzona
headed for Pearl
Harbor in
September;
later transfer-
red to USS
West Virginia

Ball was acarly killed fighting for his country when his shap
was sunk during the attack on Pearl Harbor Dec. 7, 1941,

In the lap of Supreme Court Justice John Marshall
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Bill Harten on cornet is second from left in band column 3/4 of the way back.
TIMES-HERALD AROUND THE CLOCK TUESDAY, JANUARY 2119
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Capitol Dome Provides Historic Backdrop as Color Guard Heads Up the Avenue

With color guard, composed of flags of every branch of at Fifteenth Street and the Treasury Building and thence
U. 8. military serviee, in the lead—Inaugural parade heads past reviewing stand at White House., Vast crowds mass
up sunny Pennsylvania Avenue preparatory to making turn both sides of avenue.

Bill Harten's Musical Legacy: The Man with The Horn Copyright © 2011 Valerie Harten Briggs. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 6



