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- He is retired from the U.S. Air Force
Band and was a bugler at Arhngton Na—
tional Cemetery for 23 years. - ‘
: “I contmu' o'serve olit veterans today
W1th ‘my nonproﬁt orgamzatron TAPS
'FOR" VETERANS,” “Jari V1llanueva

i i‘ztt@ydurmv O : SR office.
_ i PR L - 'Maglicco sa1d J ari Vlllanueva has

Tomorrow marks the 79th anmversary : agreed to give brief remarks Fri 1day and
of a German submarine firing a tofpedo’ will be a part of soundmg Taps.
that sank the SS McKeesport Merchant My father was a'messman on the SS
Marine ship.. - @
“The: city’s namesake is cred1ted W1th ,
brmomg aid to millions of people dunngr, o
World War I and its lifetime at.sea.

The 'SS McKeesport ‘Committee - in
McKeesport is calhng on the pubhc ,
to visit The Palis
tribute to. -the Merchan Marme
during a noon ceremony..

On April 29, 1943, the SS McKeespo

Submltted
~commarided by Capt Oscar John Lohr; The |ate Augusto V|||anueva
sank approximately 500 miles off the -

served as a Merchant Mariner
“coast of Newfoundland, accordmg tore- 5

ports from the now- -defunct McKeespo
Daily News, which was owned by news
partners at Trib Total Media. "~

- According to a memorial plaque in the
city dedicated to the SS McKeesport; -
“there were 43 Merchant Mariners, 12
of them officers, and 25 armed Naval
guards on board.

They all survived the initial attack and
,were transported to St. John’s, New- :

~'sunk on Apnl 29,1943, Jari Villanueva
wrote to Chérepko), later adding that his

for the rest of his life salhng on many
vessels until his retirement.”-

the SS' McKeesport Com-
a former journalist for-the
McKeesport Daily News, said Mer-
chant Mariners have spoken at memo-
rial'events in the city in the past; but
she isn’t aware of ‘a time When some-
‘one with a direct’ connectron to the
: sh1p was present ' .
.“He: enlisted ‘in the Coast Guard on
L ‘March 3, 1943, and then went aboard ‘
. the ship,” Jari Villanueva said of his fa-

ya:-.
German tc rpedo durmg World
War lI. : i

spec1a1 one. i :
That’s because Jari Vlllanueva of the
- Baltimore area recently reached out to
Mayor Michael Cherepko to say he’d
been going through his late father’s mil-
1tary records and the DD214 form stat-
s service; his-dad; the -
“late Augusto Villanueva, served aboard
the SS McKeesport :

» (on board) long, a month before it géts
torpedoed.”
In an 1nterv1ew W1th the Mon Valley
Independent, Villanueva- 'said his dad
talked to his eight children about being
s torpedoed, but for
years their was conflision about. which :
ship he was aboard at the time. * ‘
“Augusto Villanueva was born in Peru -
in 1915, and came to the’ ‘United States

News articles show John A An erson,
a Merchant Marme seaman, later died :
from’ exposure to the 1cy water of the.
Atlantic Ocean. :
City Administrator Tom Maghcco —a.

U.S. Army veteran, a member of the SS Seaman to Speak:
McKeesport' Commiittee and a member

of the city’s Veterans Committee — said. - at F”day S serVIce
memorrahzmg the sh1p that is-the crty s
namesake' is: a*'g i

McKeesport

I

“',Son of SS McKeesport

. merchant seaman before enhstmg as a
~ Merchant Mariner. - ‘ ,
Doing research on the ship, Jar1 Vil- - “He'v

~.1anueva came actoss news articles about dOIl,

ual SS McKeesport cere- -

7 4826211190354l 0

- “said'in an emarled letter to the mayor s
: McKeesport when it-was torpedoed and- -

father “went onto a career of a seaman -

’s Assistant Jennifer Vertullo a

- ther-and The McKeesport. “He wasn e v

-when he was in his 20s, working as-a:
‘projects.
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SS McKEESPORT rrouia

‘types of soldrers who had great tales of
-enduring doom,” Jari Villanueva said.
“He was a sailor who provided food for

thée sailors on the ship,’ wh1ch was an im-

portant duty, of course.”
He said Augusto Villanueva told hlS
children when he enlisted, he was giv-

en $50, and with that money he bought

clothes and a large suitcase-style trunk.

“He was probably attending to galley ;

duties when the torpedo struck, and so
he went and grabbed that trunk when

the order came- to. abandon ship,” Jari
Villanueva said of his dad. “My father

_grabbed his trunk, and now this “isthe:

“cool part, too, he grabbed the ship’s cat :

and threw it in‘the trunk.

Accordmg to my father, he sa1d he
ended up in‘the water with the trunk and
the cat. ... Fortunately they were not in
‘the Water very long, so my father, the

trunk and the cat were rescued by a Bnt— ,

ish warshrp ,
“Jari said his 31ster, Beatrlce stlll has
the trunk, buth sn’t know what ever
became of the cat
Villanueva s:

~ ple of months of down time before he -

was called aboard another vessel, and he
spent time in' New' York.
- “He said he was in New York City and

he was vrsltrng ‘Radio City Music Hall ..

and he saw a newsreel about the sinking
of The McKeesport,” Villanueva said.
The son went on to say that, “what in-

“furiated him about it was that some of- .

ficer who was being interviewed said he
was the‘one who saved the ship’s cat.”
“He was really mad about that and he

‘went and complained but it didn’t get ;

anywhere » Villanueva said: .
His father went-on to serve.on three

discharged Aug. 15,1945.
After that, he became a merchant sea-
man and retired in the mid-1980s..

“He was. incredibly proud. to. be an
American citizen and very proud to

have served in‘the Merchant Marlnes

- Jari Vlllanueva 'said. “That was just a- '
huge thing for hlrn He was really’ proud »

- of his:service.”
His dad was a patriot unul the day he dled

“In 2001 following the attacks on ‘the .

World Trade ‘Center and the -Pentagon,
he wrote’ to ‘the Coast Guard offering
his services to be placed back on ac-
tive duty,”_ Jari  Villanueva -said. “‘He
explained in the Jetter that he had spent
his life living in and serving the United

States he mentrons that he survrved the -

i eesport and the city is already planmng a

: for Saturday, A i1 29,2023.
other Liberty Ships and ‘was honorably e cererony,for Samreay, pn

The late Augusto Villanueva served as a Merchant Mariner
esport when it was hit and sunk by a

aboard the SS McKe

Submitted

German torpedo during World War Il. Before obeying the order

to abandon ship, Villanueva gr

" $50 he earned for enlisting to serve-a

rabbed this trunk he bought with-

board the vessel. Heis

also said to have grabbed the ship’s cat and threw it in the -

_that two of 'his ‘children were- Currently

on active duty and that he was proud and
he was ready to accept any duty that was.
approprrate to his age.

Augusto. Villanueva. was’ 86 at the
time. He passed away the next year-and :
was buried in-a military cemetery. .

Jari Villanueva played “Taps” at his fa-"

ther’s funeral and is proud to part1c1pate

Friday at the SS‘McKeesport service:
Next year ‘will. mark ‘the"80th " anni-
versary of the sinking of the SS McK:

Jari Vlllanueva said he and several of -
his siblings  are ‘hoping to- attend and

they’re encouraging famrhes ‘of “other -
veterans who served on’ the vessel to do’ :

the ceremony

“Veterans, ‘military farmhes local of-
ﬁ01a1s and -area ‘veterans . — 1nc1ud1ng
those from McKeesport AMVETS Post
8 — are slated to be a part of the me-
morial service. Doors at the Palisades

are slated to open at 11: 45 am. at the -
‘latest. The event is open to the. public,

.but those wishing to attend should ‘call -
412-675-5020 ext. 605 to RSVP.

After an indoor service starting -at
hoon, the committee ‘will conduct..

8acrossamerica org

trunk to save it from smkmg with the sh|p e

Marina and a ﬂag raising ‘at the S.S.

" McKeesport Memorial along the Great
_ Allegheny - Passage - trail (across Joe

Bendel-Way from .the Palisades along

 the "Youghiogheny River’s banks) Re-

freshments will be served.

The - keynote speaker- Friday w111 be -

AMVETS Nat1onal Th1rd Vice Cmdr
Paul'Shipley. = .

~-Committee’ member Mary Ann Goldie -
3 said this year’s ceremony is also special

because it’s the first time since the start
of the COVID-19. pandernrc that the S.S.

 McKeesport: Committee: has been able
“to-invite the public and to have an 1n—

door portlon ‘of the ceremony.

“To ensure’ the service of the Merchant :

Marlners who served aboard the S. S:

iC,
T Galaskl Maghcco, Vertullo-

and Navy veteran, Bobbie Billsborrow
o= wearing masks: and pract1cmg social .

drs_tancmg = gathered to raisethe green
‘and ‘white “‘S. S McKeesport” ﬂag and

‘lay a wreath..

illanueva - 1s calhng on buglers in

America this year. : :

“We invite’ thousands of - players to
play Taps at-3 0’clock (p.m.).on Memo--
rial Day, he said. “That’s a program T-
started. ... It’s part of:the natronal pause

~for remembrance

* For more information go to WWW. tap— »

the Valley to part101pate in Taps ACross

AN
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